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area. Mostimportantly, he wanted to give
his Willys the feel of a drag car. Afterall,




oudy (a shop located just across the ik
- Ohio River in Floyds Knobs, Indiana), - “just kind of evolved
heated up his body hammers. Although  The evolution began




10" panels of 16-gauge sheetmetal. From
there, Riall cut, heated, pounded, cooled,
heated some more, and kept pounding,
until the bed magically assumed its final
configuration. Riall’s talent with a body
hammer is especially appreciated consid-
ering the contours that he formed: After
the cab was channeled eight inches, the
body bead was formed into the bed’s
sheetmetal; the bed side panels were con-
toured front to back, then top to bottom;
and the pickup bed’s sides and tailgate
were rolled top and bottom. It’s truly a
work of art.

Riall did the fabrication work on the
truck’s front end, too. Again, all modifi-

cations are with sheetmetal, the changes
following Sargis’ desire to give the Wil-
lys a “Cobra-style grille.” Riall also
mounted the hidden hinges to the doors
and tailgate. After all this body magic, the
truck was sent to Mark Mahoney of Mid-
dletown, Kentucky, for finish body work
and paint. There, Mahoney applied coat
after coat of Platinum Mist paint.

The undercarriage of the reskinned
Willys is just as slick. In order to slip the
Gary Martz frame under the Pro Stock
body, the entire chassis was sent to Craig
McCoy’s Pro Cars (also in Louisville) for
some additional modifications. Foremost
was to fabricate the large wheel wells to
accommodate the hefty Mickey Th-
ompson meats at the rear.

McCoy also adapted in a TCI All-
American rear suspension. This four-bar
set up is matched to a Ford nine-inch rear
end running 3.80 gears. Again, in order to
squeeze the differential between the huge
rear tires, McCoy narrowed the housing.

Sargis went to the boneyard for the
brakes. His selection was a set of disc
binders from a Cadillac El Dorado. All
the plumbing, including the fuel lines,
was done in stainless, installed by Dwight
Hall of Plumbformance, yet another
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Louisville rod-builder. After choosing a
set of 155 by 15 Michelin radials for the
front, the Pro Stock imitator got its set of
polished Weld wheels.

Under the hood, the engine compart-
ment’s layout isjustas smooth and clean
as anything else on the truck. Other than
the engine itself and its pair of radiator
hoses, the only other noticeable piece of
hardware in here is the hand-crafted brake
reservoir, perched alone on the one-piece
firewall.

The truck’s power comes from a Ha-
rold Russell (also of Louisville)-built
smallblock Chevy. The 355-inch engine
uses a 305-degree Competition Cam to
play traffic cop between its 4010 Holley-
fed Offenhauser intake manifold and the
Craig McCoy custom-made headers.
Sargis himself hand-crafted the alterna-
tormounts and shortened the water pump.
As afinal touch, the engine compartment
side panels were polished to a super-
bright finish.

Behind the cab’s tinted windows there’s
aplain and plenty functional interior. The
handiwork of yet another Louisville
craftsman (Larry Sneed this time), the
cab includes a custom-made bench seat
and raised panels on the doors and head-
liner. After Sneed extended the first and

second tiers of the Willys’ dashboard
four and two-and-a-half inches, respec-
tively, he stitched the burgundy fabric in
two-and-a-half inch wide pleats. Match-
ing Mercedes Benz carpet was picked to
cover the flooring, and VDO Cockpit
Design gauges keep everyone informed

on engine compartment happenings.
Missing is a stereo, but, as Sargis puts it,
“I just want to hear the engine.”

The final assembly took place in Bob
Sargis’ home garage. Two and a half
years after the project was started, the
new-style Willys made its maiden trip to
the 89 Nationals at St. Paul. “Actually, I
towed it there,” confesses Sargis. “After
all, it was the first time on the road, and I
didn’t want to drive 1600 miles only to
find out I had teething problems with the
car.”

But considering that practically all of
the specialty work was done within a 20
mile radius of Louisville, Sargis was
probably correct in his decision; he never
really had achance to give his car a shake-
down before the Nats. And it’s the work
of the “Louisville artists,” as the car owner
refers to all the fabricators who helped
with the project, that make him proud to
say that he didn’t build this car all by
himself. “Thad some of the best people in-
volved onthis one.Idon’tfeel atall guilty
about hiring some of this work out.” Adds
Sargis “After all, I wouldn’t attempt
brain surgery.”

But he would, and did, attempt a re-
design on an old truck. And the operation
was a complete success.—Dain Gingerelli

; SPECIFICATIONS

chaﬁhe{ed 8in.;

| Modification : .
~ custom bed;

CHASSIS

Bob Sargis IVET Rear Suspension TCI coil overs;

Crestwood, Kentucky D‘R RAIN 4-bar |
1940 Willys ’ Transmission _ Turbo 350 .

ENGINE Rearend 9in. Ford; 3.80:1

Type Chevrolet Wheels, Front/Rear

all seams removed

Displacement

~~~~~ Frame

modified Gary Martz |

Camshaft Competition Cams'305

Front Suspension

Independent;

Tires, FrontRear  Michell
. 15; Mickey Thompson
33/19.5by 15

TCl coil overs

Ignition Mallory Unilight

,Inddctior)f single 4-bbl.; Holley 4010

Exhaust custom headers

Brakes, Front/Rear

_ disc
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